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Richard Ziglar : IN SE-A.RCH 0F SEIF-ESgEB{

While strolling to l{yche
hurnning the third bar of Moonlight
Seranade, I heard a high, shrill
ffiri fron behindr"l{hy afe you
always so friggin' happy?" (It ras
trlayne Carriker I could teil
si.rnply fron his use of -friggin".)

And i t  occurred to ne.. . is this
rhat people thiak of Ziggy? Do
they think I'n so 

'friggin" hrppy
all the tirse? Hnnn...naybe I an or
naybe I'n not. It depends on rhai
one neans by 

' f r iggin".  I f  you
rnean eestasy-no, I 'n not always
ecstat ic.  But I  <io have.a sense of
deep-seated happiness --  a sort  of-sou l -peace. '  f t 'E  ra ther
conforting to feel this ray now,
because, for the greater part of ny
life, I had been trying to find
happiness without much success. To
better explain this search, naybe I
should introduee to you a close
fr iend of nine.. .  Richard ZLgiar.

I was nore or Less an average
person for this area of the
country. I'n your generic-no-nane-
brand-Southern-ruraL-WASP. In
fact, the nost interesting thing
about ne is that I was so
protct3ryica1.

Dad's fani ly is alnost
enti.asly German stock, with nost of
his ancestors coning to the New
World for religious freedon.
They've followed afunost every
rel igious zealot in our nat ion's
history -- fron Count Zinzendorf to
Jerry Falwell. They have their
share of c i . rcui t  r id ing preachers,
horse theives, and Revolutionary
War veteran. And al though they've
never been wealthy or famous, they
poini. irith pride to the fact that
the i r  ances tors  " . . .he l -ped eanre
the United States cut of  the
wilderness and nake it safe for the
Christ ian bretheren."

Mon's side of the family is
about the sane, although they
werentt  as "rel ig ious." They rere
Scotch or Scotch-Irish innigrants
rho cane to the New World for
cheap' abundant land and to North
Carolina in particular because the
nountains reninded then of their
beloved Highlands.

rc hd fulfilled tte 'ltrsican D€an."
IthaftrlesS, for scre reffir, I ras
rae_tegpy_...It r,es in my religiol
trai I rsdd Ue greatest in my
elf-sifice erd Lmi:ity.

Both of these fanili€s ( ttre
forrner,  Ziglars;  the lat tsr,
Sloans),  had, and st i l1 do have
several things in conmon. They are
both, histor ical ly,  working cLass
fani.lies, though the latest
generations have risen to the
middle aad upper classes. They are
strong believers in the Puritan
work ethic and fundarnentai
Christ iani ty.  That is,  they
believe the road tc happiness is
paved with hard work and biind
faith and submission to the
Chri.stian god. My innediate faniiy
st i l l -  bel ieves in that ant ic lcte of
nan 's  sweat  and Chr is t '  s  bLood.
And I was raised to believe the
sane things. My parents jusi
wanted ne to be happy.

I t 's understandabl-e that a
pareat would want his/her child to
be happy and secure. And, aicng
rith my religious upbringingr rnX
parents did numerous other things
to ensure that happiness. So I put
up with years cf  art  lessons, piano
lessons ,  cub  scouts ,  and vacat ions



to the beach (we have a Starcraft
Galaxy). My parents nade sure re
gres up in a good neighborhood.
Dad chose our iot and bought it at
auefion, then designed,
subcontracted, and practically
bui l t  our bouse hinself .  I t 's
within ralking distaace of €rrr
elenentary school and e Methodist
church.

Ia retrospect, it sreens that I
eone fron an "ideal" fanily
naterially confortable, financially
secure, snal1, suburban, upper
niddLe class, t ight ly uni f ied,
noraliy Eecure, and religiously
inclined. We had, f suppose,
fulfi11ed the 'Anerican Drean."
Nevertheless. for sone reaEoa, I
was never happy. In fact, fron the
tine I ras six years oLd, f '!ras a
rather suj-cidal kid. Six years
old.. . tbe year I  ras six ras also
the year I tras "saved" (fron rhat,
I didn't knor) at the Rock Hill
Southern Baptist Church ia the
niddle of a suffocating, sultry
night during a nidsunner revival.
My rej.igious naiure prevented ne
frcn ever actually taking ny life.
It was that sane religious aature,
though, that nade ne feel rorthless
enought to even contenplate
suicide. I  didn' t  real ize that
then.

I did everything I '*as toid to
do to obtain happiness, I prayed,
tithed, cl.eaned ny roon, washed
behind ny ears, addreEsed rny elders
as "na'antt  aad "gir ,"  and used
"yes , "  ono, "  " thank  

xou, t t  and
"please" appropriateiy.  HelL! I
didn' t  even pick ny noEe in publ ic.
I was a perfect chiid and a
raiserable wreteh.

Finaily, I woke uP one daY and
sas i t  c lear ly.  I  wasn't  haPPY
because I  didn' t  l ike mYself .  I
had zero sel f-esteem. And i t 's no
ron,Jer ! A11 rny life I'd done
things for other PeoPle -- rlev€r
for nyself. I trembled in the fear
of Goil ngt because I was
intrinsicaily bad' but because Adan
had sinned first. I let Great Aunt
Emna kiss ne not because f enjoYed
it but because her age and fanilY
rank denanded the custon. I took
piano lessons to Prove to mY
parents that theY had succeeded in
providing ne with the opportunities
they never had. f was the Proof
that the Ziglars and the Sloans had
net the challenge of the American
Drean and had finallY realized the
status of Middle Class! Sonewhere
along the waY I had actuallY
convinced myself that I enjoYed
those things.

It was in ny religion that I
reveied the greatest ia nY
self-sacrifice and hunility. I was
taught by tsy church that I was
nothing but a rorm in the sight of
God and rorthy of nothing but to
grovel for his nercy through his
Son, at the feet of  Christ 's
self-appointed priests the
preachers at the local Southern
Baptist ehurches. Even though I
$as not confortabie with several
tenets of ny rel igion (especial iy
the "maa is a worm" bit and the
he11-f i re scare tact ics),  I
real ized that I  could use even
those things I disagreed with tc
control other people and to get the
things I  wanted.



Ai an earlY age, I learned how
to be snugly self-righteous and I
savored every nonent of it. Anong
ny slblings I was the child who
couid do ao rrong- PrettY soon'
nost of the adults who knew me $ere
eatiag out of nY hand. TheY all
thought I ras a bright little kid
-- because I kaew exactlY when to
agree and disagree rith then
(especially on norai aad reiigious
issues). And I knew how to do it
tactfully.

fhe trouble ltas ' I was a
bright little kid. I actuallY
thought that a buneh of this
serrre-others-first stuff was a pile
of shit. I{ouever, I kePt on using
this philosophy because j.t worked
for me at the donent- Soon, I
actually started to believe.
Final1y, I purged nYself of all
selfishness all individualitY.
Any ego I had initiallY l.as
eornpleteLy gon€.

llor this presents an
interesting tli lernna. Self-esteen
is recognized as being a najor
attribute of the healthy nind.
Without the €8or and therefore,
rithout any interaal neans of
support  for one's sel f-esteen, how
does one acquire anY sense of
self-north? We11r You could use
the very tools that destroYed You'
to ccntroL others. There is
usual ly sone elevating
sat isfact ion, horever sl ight '  that
cornes fron the exercise of Power'
Indeed, there are alwaYs a few
powerful seLfless individuals who
are heil-bent on dragging others
down with them, nuch like a heroin
addiet who purposefullY gets his
"friends" addicted to the sane drug

A second way to gain a
superf ic ial  sense of sel f-worth is
to constantly cornpare yourself with
others" This is good i f  You can
conpare yourself to those "beIow"

you --  people rho aren' t  as Pol i te
as yourself or who clon't nake as
good grades as you or who aren' t  as
adept at sone sport  as You are.
But ratch out. You nay becone so
arrogant and overbearing that
peopie r i l i  begin to avoid Ycu.
But it does heLp if you have a few
such fr iends" Iou wi l l  feei  better
about yourself because you wiIl
always be reminded of Your
qualities that are better than
thEirs.  Remenber to Praise these
fr iends often. In this way they' l l
respect you and You "111 13Y6 the
satisfaction of knoring that you
are doing theu a favor bY
befriending then.

A nore concrete waY to
acconplish the Conparison Method
(described above) is to beeone
self-conscious. First  def lne the
pararceters within rhich you wish tc
work ( I 'oa sure nost of  you would
prefer Choice 3: upPer Middle
Class Prep.).  Then decide what
s54r3ster ist ics your model entai ls
and live up to then. If you ehoose
B, this probably means, i f  You're a
gir l . ,  wearing Calvin Kiein jeans'
buyi.ng fron l. t. Bean, and going
to the Junior/Senior in a Porsche
- -  any  Porsche (any  boy t ! ) ,  so  iong
as i t 's a Porsehe. 0r you rnaY oPt
for Choice F: Mei low Bohemian.
That is, denY the Privi'J.eges of
your ciass and trY tc becone ReaI.
But first you nust becone real
poor. Buy Your clothes at the
Salvation Arny, eat onJ-Y natural
foods, and nove to an aPartlnent in
Greenwich  V i i lage .  Don ' t  ge t  ahe

his
can seli tc then to
own habit .

so that
support



']

Robyn lewis

job. You're too good for that.
Instead, apply for relfare and
spend your days conternplating The
Higher Things 0f The Uni'rerse. The
point is, is you set a goal and lie
up to it -- even though that goal
may not be worth living up to' you
will acquire a kind of sense of
sel f-worth.

Or naybe you don't  see the
need of sel f-esteem at al l .  1de11,

you ' re  no t  a lone.  Tou don ' t  have
tc walk very far in this Bib1e Belt
to meet sone overzeal.ous Christian
who'i1 try to convince you that you
are, even if the nost uPright nan
on earth, as filthy rags in the
sight of  God. Then he'11 introduce
Chrj.st and lleaven tc you. Heaven
is a niee pronise for those of us
who, '  for cne reason or another,
refuse to i ive !a the '*or id.

Living i1 the world -- getting
in touch with reaiity -- getting in
toueh with yourself  --  that 's how
you f ind hapPiness- I f  You are
brave enough to break through Your
ovr:t facade and trX to be objective
about the nature of your happiness'
then you'Ll  never be sat isf ied r i th
anything except your oiln hunanity.
To real ize exact iY what You are'  a
human being, this earth'g nost
intrj.cat and beautiful living
systen, and to worshiP Yourself '
th is great I ,  for that reascn and
that reason alcne is to be happy.
fo worship yourseif  abcve any other
person or ent i tY to revel-  in
your own ego is tc be human.
Being what ycu are i-s to be haPPY.
Love Thyself  BrazenJ-Y.
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l, lhen our van first puiled
around the bend to fwin Oaks, the
day ras sl-ightly greyish. The
vaguer enpty abandoned feeling cf
the dirt road aad the "nothing but
nud and sky for ten niles around"
arnbi.ance made me rernernber novie
scenes of prisoners being sent to
labor canp. I'lhat I thought at the
tine was not clearly defined. I
felt slightly tlevoid of thought'
being that this ilould be ny first
trip to an intentional conrnunity, a
place nost people refer to in a
ieery tone as "a com.nune."

Rosa Euang r NOg EHE AIfERAGE AI4ERICAN

Richard Z':�g1.ar

After living at Twin 0aks for
three days and rnaking a conscious
effort to be "opea-Binded," about
the conrnunity, I reached the
conelusioa that Twin 0aks was not a
pr i .ni t ive idyl l ic society popuLated
by wierd, radical  revolut ionaries

nor was the eommunity populated
by disi l lusioned f iower 

-  
chi ldren

liviag off "the good earth" and
granoLa (although the connunity did
nake sone of the best granoia I 've
ever tasted.) The peopie I  rnet were
individuais who had wi l i ingly
chosen an al ternat ive i i festyle.
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The word "conmunity" and the phrase
kePt" extended fanily"

naterializing in ny niad during the
visit. The people at Twin Oaks
rere sone of the nost content
looking people I 've ever seen.
Their hair ras generally longer and
slightly Erore unkept than the
average, nitldle class Anerican's.
Their clothi.ng was not tailor cut
aad rarely color-coordinatedr but
the people appeared ertrenely
confortable. 0n the whoIe, they

. seened to enbrace the coaeept of a
rorkable, relaxed lifestyle.

A characteristic about the
people ryhich intrigued rne was their
proud opeaess torards oae another.
this lack of facades began with
their physicaJ eppearance. !'or
example, aone of the iahabitaats of
the comnune rore nake-up. lhe
expressS.ons oa their faces
reflected a beauty which ras ileeper
and nore vital. Their habits rere
al,so "open." They candidiy shared
ereas such as bathroons, usually
places of covert  pr ivacy, by
realizing that the hurnan bod.y and
its act iv i t ies are no cause for
e n b a r a s s n e n t . I a d n i t l h a d
dlfficulty adjusting to these
custorcs I'n used to having ny
privacy and "space." However,  a
great deaL of my initial shock was
not caused by being offended; I
ras simply unaceustoned to their
wey of 1ife. A particularly
refreshing aspect of tbe conmunity
ras the way peopie rould hug one
another without the need for any
special  reason except that of  c lose
fr iendship.

Along rith the openess, there
existed a strong tentlency to share
in the connuai.ty. The work was
distr ibuted nore or less evenly
rith each person having to assune
his/her osn responsibi l i t ies to

allow the grouP to function
successful lY as a who1e. The
menberg of the comnunitY worked
toeether to nalltain the suryival
of the ent ire "social  organisn" '
Everyoae was equal and responsible.

Although Twin Oaks was

establisheil as an egalitarian'
col lect iv ist  societY, a strong
bureaucratic systen wgs stil l found
in the connuaitY. Managers lrere
appointed to be heads of different
clepartnents such as chiid care and
machine maintenance. Also'
planners were used to distribute
work assignnents. New managere and
planners were aPPointecl on a
regular basis to Presente a fair
distr ibut ion of Power. For ai I
practical PurPosesr sotl€ sort cf
irganizational systen was needeil tc

naintain a certain leve1 of
effleiency. After ail, soneone had
to nilk the coffs. Nevertheless'
Twin Oaks did supPort an
egalitarian society in nany asp-ects
euch as the finaneial statt s sf the

individuals in the gennunitY and
their  basic r ights.

As I have described Twin 0aks'
it sounds a bit like a nodern daY
Utopian societY. Hcwever,  at  this
point in nY lifa, I rould not be
riil ing to spenil the rest of nY
I i fe there. A najor i tY of PeoPJ-e
at Trin Oaks are disillusioned with
nodera dey Arnericana. TheY are
prepared to aecePt an alternaiive
1if-sty:.e. PresentlY, I an sti1l
discovering posit ive aspects ef the
society in uhich I 1ive. I an not
willing to sacrifice certain parts
of ny lifestyle such as PrivacY and
mobi l i ty.  However,  I  deePiY
respect the decisions of the Twin
Oakers rho chose an alternative
l i festYle. At twin Oaks, the

individuals have reclefined their
realn of existence into a comnunity
cf people who share sirnilar ideals
and bel iefs.



IIielanj.e Marrrr : AN AITERNATI\T$ OR lHT AIIERNATIITE?

Visiting Twin Oaks ConrnunitY
was a very reassuring exPerience

for ne. there, I found a grcup of

PeoPle trYing to live bY a set of

vatues that I admire: honestY'

fairnesE, oPea-mindedness, and a

reepect for sel f  and others, to

nrnl a feu. I an not sinply

referring te the personal standards
of the individuals, but to the

value sYsten of the rhole

community. The outside rorld does

not function under these values;
such "iclealistic" vaLues can oaly

flourish in a connunity that

eontrols its menbership, unlike the

outside sorld rhere most

communities are forned PureIY bY
chance. twin Oaks is a conmunity
whose nenbers are alrraYs aware of

living in a comsunitlr and of the

responsibi l i t ies that i t  creates'

In the outEicle world '
idealistic values tead to be beld

by young PeoPIe. Since so BanY
youag PeoPle share these values'
and are so frustrated bY sssistY as

it is, rhY have theY aot opted for
this alternativer cooperative way

of living? lifest Young PeoPle are
not alrare of alternatives to

tradit ionalr  corapet i t ive society '
Often, if they have heard of

iatentional conmunities, they have

nisconceptions about ihen anil do

not even consiflsr then as oPtions'
Also, Young PeoPle rho are

frustrated rith society usuallY
hope io change it. ManY search for
careers nhich can PotentiallY
change sonnething for the betier
such as educatioa, rnedieine and
technologY. A third reason Young
people are not exactly nroving into
intentional connuni.ties in hordes
is that nost do not exPerience
grcss discriniaation lati1 they try

to enter the work force as adults '
Currently, people put rorking off
longer and Longer, in favor of nore
and rnore education. Final-ly' the

young want to give traditional

l iv ing a try,  sorne feel  that i f  You
aever try i t  Yourself ,  You wi l l
never knon for srure what You
prefer"

Before learning about Trin
Oaks and other connunities like it '
I had al-ways thought of solving nY
problens through direct change. I
now realize that I could never
change society enough for ne to be
ent irely sat isf ied with i t '
O c c a s i o n a l l y r l h a v e a f a n t a s Y
about isolating myself fron society
and just starting over' but it
never seens verY Possibie or
pract ical .  Twin Oaks, on the other
hand, has successfullY forned a new
soeieny nithin the o1d without
isolat ion, and with the benef i ts of
noder:a technologyr creatiag 8n
alternative f.ifestyle. Observing
and learning fron this egalitarian'
cooperative societY has given me
hope for the future. I have the
greatest resPect for these PeoPle
who are devoted to naintaining an
ostensibly better $aY of l i fe '
people who are actually doing
sonething productive abcut many of
society 's problens.

Tdn Gt€...tps qrcessfirlly fmred a
ran saiety widdn tte oldwitint
isolaticnr'€Ed wift te bsefits of
nDdsn t€drDlog/.
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Tartrs 3a1og : A iiI!-tDiN II EXPERIENCE

I didn't know what to expect

when I decided tc sign uP for the

Comnunities sPeci.al Projeet' A

friend had told me about the triP'

and renenbering that cormunitY
living nas a concePt out of the
5O' s, a time I holcl a sPecial
affinity with, I felt it rould be a

neaningful exPerience to attend'

lrly concept of eoununal liviag
before the trip nas that of the

drugged out hippie counter cuiture
sitling around an old shack eating
alfalfa sProuts. I felt that any
connunal systen eouLd not provide
enough Persoaal identitY to work
rel1. llorever, after reading
l{a1den Two, roy opinions changed' I
;ilgafthat a systen could work,
but rould require najor behavioral
roodificaiions of the PeoPie who
lived there. AnthonY Burgess in
Clockwork 0range shored, how this
type of "Progrenni.ng" catr oe

dangerous. So rith these
precoaceived inPressions, I left
tuesday norning for Twin Oaks'

My first i-nPression of lwin
Oaks ras fonned after seei-ng the

bui idings. TheY werea' t  ihe

ccunter culture shacks that I had
associated rr.ith coronunal living'
nor sgrg thef the nodern earth and
clay gtructures dePicted in
Skinner's l,{alden Two. We lrere
greeted ty 

-6e-of-the 
visitor

managers rho ealled himself Shevek'
after the protagonist in Ursula
LeGui-n's The DisPossessed '  We

spent the next three hours with
Shevek, and he exPlained to us
several of the custons at Twin
Oaks' To encourege sexual equality
and for convenienee, all the
bathroons were to be oPen. That
is, anyone can walk in on anyone
eise whi le they're in the bathroom'
I. can see the logie invoLved in
this decision, but i t  was the

[ay ccrcqt of ccnnrrral liviry ms
ftat of de &tegd<:t hitde
o.nt€r cdU,rc sittirg aqrd an
old *ek eatirg alfalfa +qrts.

hard,est thing to get used to. We
then learned aI1 about the labor
credit systen, the T'tin 0aks
government, and consrunai food. Due
to several beliefs in the
connunityr o€&t is only served
three nights a reek. trIe happened
to miss srost of  those nights.
We11, after a few days of tofu and
barbequed gJ.uton, I was ready tc
get back to a hanburger, but that
was ny onJ.y regret of rny trip.

Overal l ,  I  real ly enjoyed my
Twin 0aks experience. The people
at Twin 0aks are human beingsr oot
the counter cul ture sixt ies group
that I $as expecting. They worked
together,  but held on io their
ident i ty.  The standard of l iv ing
at Twin Oaks was higher than sone
neighborhocds f could name which
are aiso at the " lega1" poverty
1eve1. Being white,  male and upper
niddle ciass, the systen wi l l  work
for ner but I  feel  that we aeed to
have Twin Oaks as an ai ternat ive.
And who knows, naybe sorned,ay, f i l
becorne fed up with the systern and
]ook touards conrnunal living as a
'*ay of i i fe.

I
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I carct betige ftat it is rau.ral
fc a rsnrr to tE\E feebrgs tat
r^nrld feal ls to &sbrct/ ts
Ai-ed*ips widr ods wIIEn.
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T,aura lloodworth : 1.1B.i AT AiI, COSTS?

At present,  I  am being
rejected by sone of my femaLe
fr iends --  rejected in favcr of
thei .r  boyfr iends. This reject ion
is very painfulr  part isular iy
beeause it implies that their
friendships with ne are inferior to
the relationships they have rith
their boyfriends.

I an not alone. I aad
thousands of other wonen are
viet ins of an att i tude which we are
nade to adopn. Women have been
nade to believe that having a
ronantic relationship with a nan is
the nost inportant thing in life;
and if such a relationship harrns
their  f r iendships with other wonen,
too  bad!

Alnost always, this bias harns
a ronen's relat ionship with her
fenale friends. lJhea s, lrooan first
begins to beeome invoLved rith a
man, her fr iends of course are
jeaious. She has sonething which
they  don ' t .  A1so,  in  nos t  cases ,
the demands of a rcmantic
relationship force her to take tine
away from her friends. Finally,
the exciusive infiuence of cne man
nay cause a nurnber of changes in
the rornan's personality -- changes
which nay bring her friendships
with fenales to an encl.

I'Ihy do women have this
ai t i tude? I  can not !s1i"ue that
it is natural for a woman to have
feelings that wouLd lead her to
destroy her f , r iendships with other
lromen. Ehere nust be sone external-
forces which act on wonen to make
them bel-ieve that exciuding wcrnen
friends tc make roon for nen is
necessary or desirabLe.

The initial foree in any
wonan 's  i i fe  i s  her  paren ts .
Uithout doubt,  parents help to

shape the  nen-a t -a11-cos ts  a t t i tude
in their  daughters. Unt i i  a
daughter is narr ied, she is theirs
to take care of.

The l i t t le gir l  grcwing up is
told over and over --  both direct jy
and indirect ly --  that f inding a
husband is the nost inportant thing
in her i i fe.  She hears adul- ts
referred tc as "Mr. and Mrs.
Jones." The f i rst  stor ies she reads
inc iude "C indere l la " ,  "S leep ing

'  
Beauty",  and "Snow White."  She and
her fri.ends ehant piayground rhyrnes
such as "First  cones Love/ Then
comes marriage/ Ihen cones Baby in
a baby carr iage."

As she grows oLder,  she begins
tc real ize that her whoie l i fe is
structured around pairing up with a
nan. She is cal led "Miss" unt i l_
she narr ies and becodes a "I , {rs."  ( f
f ind that the t i t ie "Ms." is
usually employed by young unmarried
wonen who wish to sound dignified
or by divoreees, and is not,  as wag
hoped, becoming the eorresponding
word to the naie "!{r .")  She goes tc
dances and prons at her high
sehooi.  She not ices that
restaurant tables nearly al-ways
have an even nunber cf chairs. I
wcnder why?

In addi. t ion to the detaiJ-s,
there are deeper and darker
sent irnents which help to create the
nen-at-  a l l -costs
Hcmophobiar  or

a t t i t ude .
fear o i

honcsexual i tX,  is  cne such feel ing.
I n  Our  Bod ies ,  Ou r  SeLves ,  one  o f
the gay women interviewed speaks of
an experience in her youth where 4
f r iend accused her  of  being a
Iesbian af ter  she had t r ied to shcw
af fect ion to another  g i r1.  Wonen
are taught  that  t rue af fect ion is
reserved. fcr men cnJ-y.
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I realize that nost of the
things I 've said have been said
before, and more eJ-oquently, by
feninist  rr i ters.  As a nonen's
novetsent woman, f feel verT
strongly that these ideas stil l
need tc be said. The
men-et-ai1-costs att i tude is st i l l
present in the young ronen of
today.

fhe April 1 984 issue of
Sev-enteen. nagaziae coatains aa
artisle eatitl-ed 'Ter Boyfriend or
01d Girlfriend,?", rhieh exarnines a
girJ. 's pr ior i t ies in a ej . tust ion
involving a fenale friend and a
ronantic interest. The reader is
assured that " . . .sh€ understands
that you want to spend tine with
him." llo nentioa is nade of the
possibi.lity of giving up the boy
for the girl.

Just tbis week, I walked into
ihe lounge on ny ha1l and took aa
inforoal survey of a group of girls

black and white, juniors aad
seniors. I described a sceaario in
which a fenale friead and a
boyfriead invited then out on the
weekenil. All seven said that they
wouid choose the boy.

Perhaps after a great deal of
tine and conciousness-raising for
both nen and lromen, the
nen-at-a1.1-costs att i tude wi l l  d ie.
Meanwhile, I an goir€ to try to
feei lesg rounded when girlfriends
exelude ne for boys, beeause non I
better understand why they act that
$ay. I 'n also going to try not to
have that at t i tude myself .  To ne,
friends are what really natter.
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Bri-an ivlorin : glIX ADUII NOCSE

Aduits don' t  alwaYs seen to

understand children' teenagers in
part icular.  TheY tend to relate
the way they felt rhen theY rere a
kid ( in a totallY ilifferent
environrnent) to the nodern daY
teenager. They al.so trY very hard
to nrold these young PeoPie iato
what they rould coasider the
perfect adult. Iforst of all is the
abuse some young adults take fron
lofty aduits (simPlY because of
B g € ,  " t i t l e " ,  o r  " s t a t u r e " ) .  N o t
all adults are guiltY of all of
theEe thi.ngs, but nost are guiltY
of Bore than oae. This heaviiY
balances the reight agaiast the
sel-f-sufficient teenager who wouLd
like to live his own life.

One of the najor Probiens with
adult understand.ing of teenagers
today stens fron their difficuitY
in clealing nith the adclescent.
The aduits attenpt to conpare
present circunstances with a
sinilar situation theY had 

'when

they were a kid. Because of a
rapidly changing social structure'
this associat ion is not feasible.
Chiidren today are ia a nueh nore
stressful soeietY' and theY
generally tend to either nature
nore rapidly with the pressures' or
resort  lo other neans ( i .e.  c lrugs,
i iesperate acts to gain attent ion'
sex, etc.)  to rel ieve the tensicn.
Once a teenager starts heading in a
aegat i .ve direct ion, i t  is di f f icul t
tc iead him back tosards a nature'
healthy iife. Arnong these negative
pressures are the restrictions and
expectat ions placed on ihe
teenagers by their parents and the
rest of  the adult  society '  These
expectations (which lead to
restr ict ioas) create frustrat ions
in the teenagers minds that tend to
build upr causing then to rebei
against these expectat ions bY
vioiat ing the restr ict ions. A

sinple sol-ut ion to this Problen
wouid be guicling the teenager to
posit ive grorth through Posit ive
neasures such as greater reward for
doing good things and less
punishment for the bad. In other
words, don' t  punish the bad act ions
as severely (al though sone
punishnent is neeessary' espeeially
at ear iy ages),  and reward the good
aet ions .

Aside fron this' many aduits
tend to set standards for their
kids and teenagers to live uP to.
They think that they "knor" rhat
will nake their kids happy' and trY
to force-feed this raodel to the
teenager.  Out of the 92 bi l l ion
teenagers who have lived on this
earth, there have been only 14
docunented cases where the teenager
has fit this msLd perfeetly. In
al i  other cases, he has fel t  the
same frustrat ion rhen he didn' t
I ive "up" to his parents'  node1,
aad continues with the sane
rebel l isn. This,  obviously,  is t rot
a way for the child to eontinue
with any real positive mental
growth. What the adolescent really
needs is a free opportunity to
develop his own personal i ty,  and
find his cwn happiness, his own
l i t t1e niehe in the worid.

In addit ion to alL of the
unnecessary restr ict ioas placed on
the adolescent by his parents comes
the tradi t ional bel ief  of  sone
adults that a ,  "chi ld" should
"respect" his "el-ders".  Why any
person should give any nore respeet
to ancther person than he hinset-f
receives is beyond expLanat ion.
Tet sone aduLts sinpl-y denand
respeet because of the t i t le they
ho ld  o r  the  pos i t ion  they  f111.
lhis custom should be dissolved.
Nonetheless, chi ldren are expected
to shor+ this "respect" through
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their  act ions, words, and thoughts'
aad are Placed under restrictions
rrhen theY do not. Under these

conditions, the sane rebellion
takes Place causing the

cleteriorization of any Previous
positive growth.

ObviouslY' restr ict ions '
although theY MIGHT Yield sone

short-tern good, generallY iead to

a aegative Personal.itY grouth ia
youog"r indivicluais.' An obvious

loLution to this rotld be to give

the adolescent tbe naxiuum freedon
possible without haming the life'

liberty, or haPPiness of other

individuals. A teenager cannot
grcr unless he is given roost' He

Eannot be forced into a stereotyped
nol-d that he does aot want to f,it
into. He must be alLowed to be

hinseLf.

Anita llarner
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Tarus Balog : ASORTfCN - A RIGHI OF CHOICE

Abort ion represents an issue
which touches off debate in all
corners. I cannot say I am for
abortion. I also cannot say that
abortion is wrong. Hunan beings
have the innate right to deterrnine
rhether or not tbey shall have
children, and they also have the
right to have an .abortion. I asr
na1e, and therefore ri1l never have
to have an aboriion. I cannot
morally decide that a wonan nust
bear a child i.f she has sone reason
that SHE doesn't  want the chi ld.
Whether that reasoa is financial or
personai, she is the one who nust
bear and raise the chi ld;  thus,
she should have a choice in
deciding what course of act ion to
fol lor.

In 4ffiirn is usally n* aft€r
sials trt€ftt inb dE fuUara,
vtedg or rtct tE dtild csr be
bcCht up in a gmd svilanrsrt.

There is a group in this
country rho '*ant to restrict the
rights of wornen by outlaring
abortion. lhey clain that life
begias at concept ion. Abort ion
laws are written based on
scient i f ic evidence of a fetus
surr iv ing outside the nother 's
wonb. No fetus under IOO grans has
ever survived, even with the nost
nodern medical catre. A fetus
reaches this stage at the beginning
of the third trimester, aad so the
abortion laws state that no
abortion wiil be perforned after
the third trimester. the purpose
of this art icLe is not to debate
when life begins r but to bring up
the quest ion of the r ight of  the
nother to have an abort ion.

People seeking to out law
abort ion often clain that i t  is
used as a nethod of bir th control- .
First  of  al l ,  abort ions are neither
inexpensive or enjoyabie. Many
lromen who have had abortions
experience pychologicai trauma
because of i t .  An abort ion is
usually nade after gerious thought
into the future, whether or not the
child can be brought up in a gcod
environrnent. I{any women, nost of
whon are nothers already or
tdenagers, did not use a
contracept ive.

Being a teenager nyseif ,  I
have seen f i f teen and sixteen year
oid schoolmates of nine having to
get marr ied because of pregnancy.
Despite the fact that over a
million teenagers get pregnant each
year, only about a quarter of those
decide to abort. As I look fornard
to four or nore years of sehooi,  a
tine of large changes and lots of
noving, I cannot see nyseif having
to settle down and raise a faniiy.
To become an actiyq part in
society,  I  need a higher educat ion
and the job that goes with i t .
Most teenagers (ruyself incLuded)
are aot enot ional iy capable of
raising a child. lihy should they
be punished fcr one mistake the
rest of  their  l ives?

If abrn:Licn is ortlad, le mrst be
Fqed to fce te prrbl,ars of
hige Fcplaticn, violstt citrer trd
Ee irci&ce of &ath arcrgycr.rg
notg€ r,io attept aborticn ttsrseh€s.
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Before the legal-ization of
abortion in 1)'lJ, $onen would often
resort of il iegal abortions or home
remedies. These "hone remedies"
coasisted of such thiags as
douching thenselves rith lye or
anmonia, or inserting knitting
needles, coat hangers, or chicken
bones lnto their uteruseg. This
usually worked, bY danaging the
ronanrs bodY so nuch that it rould
spontaneouslY abort.

',{hiie I sPeak of I ronan's
right to tleterraine shat goes on in
her orn body, I should also nentioa
that a parent has a resPonsibilitY
to her chilcl. Alnost anyone can
see what the affect of being
unwanted has on a child. Child
beating and nolestation often
result in the death of the child.
Studies show that unwanted ehildren
are nore likely to turn to crine
and violence. Uaranted children
put a burden on todaY's alreailY
overpopulated society. If abortion
is outlared, re nust be PrePared to
face the problenns of higher
population, violent crine and the
incidence of death in the Young
nothers rho attenpt to abort
thensel-ves.

The Congress of the United
States is aLnost ent i rely na1e, yet
many nenbers feel that they can
decide rhether or aot a woman will
have a chi ld or not.  I f  abort ion
is outlared, it ri11 not go aray,
it ril l just go underground again.
I would like to end with a quote by
Linda Bird Franke, author cf The
Anbivalence cf Abortion:

"f adnire the woman lrho chose
not to bear her fourth chi ld
because she and her husband could
not afford to give that chiltt that
child the future they felt
necessary. I adnire the ronen who
were outragecl that I didn't use any
for"n of contraception, And I ache
for the woman whose nother had
given birth to her even though she
lras not waated, and thus spent and
enpty, lonely chi ldhood. I t  takes
courage to take the life of goneoae
else in your orn hands, aad even

. . )' . r l
, l

nore courege to agsume
responsibi i i ty for your otrn. ' ,

\--r:
_i.lii. ...\\

a -

i\4f-.
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Erika Fisher : CAPIIAI PUNISHMEII1 - li-WS VERSUS ETHICS

At  2 :OO A.M.  on  March  16 '

1984, Janes W. Hutchias was given

an inject ion of sodiun thiopental '
which put hin to sLeeP. At 2:05
A.M.  on  March  15 ,  1984,  James W'
Hutchins was adninistered an

inject ion of pavulon, which stopped
his heart and lungs. James
Hutchins, the first Person to be

executed in North Carolina in
twenty-three years' $es pronounced
officially dead alnost helf an hour

Later .

Governor Janes Hunt nade trany

enemies that ceek when he refused
to grant clenencY to Hutchins' The
porrer to grant clgneacY - that is'
the right to cancei or Postpone a
sentence - is a Power granted oniY
to the Governor of.  a state, or to
the President of the United States.
It is to be used oulY under truLY
exeptional cireunstsncesr &9
determined bY ihe Goveruor or
President hinself. Governor Hunt
refused to grant clemencY, saYing'
"l4y review of this case clearlY
indicated that these circunstances
do not apply."

Does a jurY of United States
eitizens have the right to choose
whether anotber cltizen should live
or die? An issue which has been
debated as long as this one has no
clear-cut solution. The proponents
of, capital Punishnent have as nany
legitinate argunents as have the
opponents of caPital Punishnent'
lleither sj.de is clearlY right or
cJ.early wrong, and it seems obvious
that this controversy wi.1L renain
unresol-ved for a considerabie
length of t ine.

The advoeates of caPital
punishnent argue that the courts
irave a duty tc the ci t izens of the

United States, and that this dutY
includes Protect ing the ei t izens

fron murderers. TheY state that
jai l  is inadequate protect ion
because the nurderer is granted
parole sf ter he has served oniY a
part  of  his sentence, and then he
is unleashed upon society.  Another
argument advanced in favor of
capital punishment is that a man
who places no value on huuan life
ileserves death hirnsel-f. In other
words, " the punishnent nust f i t  the
crime." AIso argued by those in
favor of capital punishnent is that
w'ithout adequate enforceatent of our
).aws, the United States judiciarY
systen will collapse ("" n'as the
case in Chicago 1s the 1920' s and
1  9 1 0 ' s )  .

bes a imr of lftit€d Stats citizsrs
ta\E d; ridt to dce r,lEde aPtle
citizsl dlnid li'ie c die? lls€ is
m mid6mrd tEfi^€dt ftr ad ryirst;
ds€ G ro rnid-grurdbeu,egr la'r€rd
etdcs.

?he prinary (and nost
effect ive) argunent against capitaL
punishnent is that it is murd.er.
the eourts are hypocrites to
condemn nurder and then rnurder a
c i t i zen .  I t  i s  no  nore  jus t i f ied
for law enforcement off icers tc
ki11 Jaures Hutchins that it was for
James Hutchins to kiii iaw
enforcenent off icers. Another
argunent against capitai punishnent
is that nany nurderers are mentally
disturbed and unaware of their
act ions. I t  is inpossible to
justify the punishing of a mentaily
hnadicapped person who did not
conprehend the irnpLicaticns of his
act.  Addit ionaL argunents used
include the bi.blicai conmand ,'?hou
shalt  not k i11." Ki l l ing in any
forn, they say, (whether a
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nassaere, a rar, or a puaishnent)
is unjustified. On6 should not
take tbe life of another hunan
bei.ng, no natter rhat the
circumstances.

I an very nuch for capital
puaishnent. I have tliscussed this
issue rith naay other students at
NCSSll, and f do realiae thst sgny
of try classnates ate against
capital puaishnent. I respeet
their viers; I respeet those who
feel that capital punishneat is
nurder. I canaot disprove this
argunent - or aAX Other argunent-
of an opponent of capi.tal
punishneat. Nor een ny opponent
dispute By argurnents about the
1ega1 inplications. I an in favor
of capital punishneat; I argue
law. He is against capital
punishuent; he argues norals.
There is no nid ground betreen for
and against; there is no rnid
ground betreea law and ethics.

ft is inpossible for anyone to
clain that one side of this debate
is rigbt and that the other side is
srong. It is virtually pointless
to debate capital punishnent with
oae side arguing 1aw aad the other
side ethies. Nor would it be fair
for our governneat or our courts to
te11 us rhich of the tflo (tatr or
ethics) ne should edhere to. The
solution rould appear to be that re
nust eonsider both lars and noral_s
and reach a conclusion whieh
encompasses both. I do not knor if
i t  can be done.

1981

f t 's raining outside ne norr
cold danp falling all around
ft touches ny skin but goes no
further
l1y soul and spirit are untouched
renenbering past times
that I 've spent with you
thinking about the future
and a rarmth spreads through me
driving out ths se16
ny love for you reacheg out
and finds a dry place
to lay and live rithout
the trouble of the danp.
Ehough we are separated by
the whins of ti.ss nothing
ri1l push us apart when
the time is ours. We ri1l
cone together and build
a rorld where time is
nothisg, love ie al l

1ge4

It 's raining insicie ne noil
cold danp falling all inside
It stings ny heart and rnind
ny skin rercains unt6ughs6
remenbering past ti6ss
that I 've spent r i th you
thinking about the future
and the cold spreads through rne
driving out the wannth
ny love for you reaches out
and begs for a dry place
that ras once offered
but that is gone now.
And we are sti11 separated by
the rhins of tipq - can
anything pull us back together?
We're st i l l  young - we ean bui ld
our worid where love is
all , tirne nothing.

Is i t  too late?

1 9
Sarn Kone



']

Barry Canpbell : T}IOUGHTS PROVOKID 3Y $iE HUTCHINS EXXCUfION

I t  is alnost two a.n. now,
and I 'n si t t ing in my roon thinking
about capital punishnent. Not a
heaLthy thing for one to do rhen
one is already tired and nildly
depressecl. . .  but there is much on
ny nnind that troubles rtter and
perhaps f can sort it out by
qs6pitting ny thoughts to paper.
Sefore ne, on ny desk, is a copy of
today's Ners and 0bser'\rer, which
blares "Hutchins Exeeuted" in
type-size I  don' t  renember seeing
since the failed Iran rescue
nissions during the Carter
adninistration. I an both araazed
and disgusted with the ray our
1oca1 news rnedia has treated the
James Hutchins case does
anything create nore of a sick,
carnival atnosphere than an
erecution? Tel,evision newscasts
sunk to seu lows ia shaneless
enotionalisn and sensationalisn
rhen they tracked dorn the fani.lies
of the victins and the eondenned,
nan, askiag the former group' "Do

you lrant hin to suffer? To feel
pain? To d,ie?" -- and spent nuch
air t ime iadulging in idle
specu}.ation about the impaet of a
gubenatorial pardon that never
nater ial ized, nor was l ikely to in
an eleet ion year.

This rnorning's newspaper stcry
describes the execut ion in cl in ieal
detai l .  I  see that Mr. Hutchins
rcse at 5245 a.tn.1 and ate a
breakfast of  coffee, ni Ik,  and
applesauce. ( faa dieters, take
note.)  He was al lowed to hold his
r i fe 's hand and visi t  br ief ly with
her in a room without Plexiglas
barriers for the first tine in
years. He prayed with the pr ison
chaplain and the fanily minister,
confident in the assurance that God
had forgiven hin. And at two a.m.
( al-nost exactl-y twenty-four hours

4BO, I  note sadly) they pumped
Janes Hutghins ful1 of sodium
thiopental  and pavulon.

I an troubled about so many
things. I am troubled when I see
rnini.sters ( tnough nereifully the
minority of the aforenentioned)
pounding their pulpits and calJ.ing
for execution in the nalle of
"Christ ian just ice" --  rely ing upon
the 01d Testanent recordings of
ancient Hebrew Law and ignoring
everythilg Christ ever said about
the sanctity of human life. (ltre
Hebrew laws also called for stoning
disobedieat chi ldren and peopie who
pract ice adultery.  Haven't  we
advanced a bi t  beyond that?)
According to the Old Testanent,  God
Hinself  had oecasion to deal with a
nurderer one-on-one: Cain, the
f i rst  nurderer,  God didn' t  k i l l
Cain, he banished hin.. .  al l  the
sane, the fundanentalists howl for
blood.

ltE FErc'r ]a^E als eatted for stcnine
disobedist drildsr ad eple *p
ptica drltery. lhrsr-'t re drzared
a little beycrd &rat?

f an troubled when I see the
lynch-nob nentality in the nan on
the st reet .  I  see i t  in  ny f r iends

inte l l igent ,  o therwise k ind and
gent le peopie.  I  hear  thern say
th ings l ike "Death 

is  too sood for
h im" and "Let5s1 

in ject ion is  tco
pain less.  He should be nnaCe to
suf fer . "  I t  says very l i t t fg  for
the nature of  man that  wi thout  much
forethsught and soc ia l
n . n n i i  I i a n i r -evlrur  " rurrr t le i  r  l I lSR natu1a11t
expresses his anger through
sadist ic behavior.  Personal_ agony
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on thg part  of  society 's outcasts
seens to be satisfyiag to the
hive-mind of the nasses.

I an troubled to read
staiistics oo the prisoners
seatenced to die. .. noting that
they are alnoet rithout exception
in lorer-income brackets, and are
rnostly ninorities. Ehe raciat aad
econonic backgrouad of those people
on Death Ror doesn't correspond
rith tbe backgrounds of those
people who connit capi+.al crimes --
but the rell-to-do can hire the
best lalryers fron the beginning of
the case, and don't have to deal
rith society'E nanifold econonic
and racial  prejudices.

lJhat kind of arbiirary vaLue
are ue assigning to hunan life
here? What good was done? lllrat
nert?

Jaues Hutchins certaid.y
wasn't the salt of the earth. He
killed three Rutherfordton police
officers in a series of events
which escaiated. fron a petty
argument nith his daughter in rhich
he physically abused her.
Hutchins' nurder of the pollcenen
was brutEf, aninalisticr and
ltrong. r. grievously wrong.

So ras the State of North
Carolina's nurder of Janes
Huts61.r.

I an troubled.

he is lying on the sarm sand
the sun beats down on hin burning a
pleasant sensation the waves crash
over and over they don't  ever stop
lulliag his mind to peaeeful
thoughts blue everywhere insiae his
nind blue is a good color keeps you
alert but reLaxed like pink waves
gettipg louder just 11" ears nore
sensit ive because his eyes are
closed the sanrl uader his hand is
hot hg snells eoppertone suddenly a
cold shock he opens his eyes to see
blurs of nothing he tries to
breathe he realizes he i.s
underwater he struggles to reach
the top sees a blue light up there
blue is a good eol_or fighis up to
the top thought he was there slitt
has far to go he can' t  breathe hls
brain is pounding out of his ears
dann i t  where is the surface.
suddenly sees those kids in his
nind they're so ' great he want to
see then the water is holding hirn
down now and he fights cause he
wents to see the kids the lieht
Sets farther away the nore he
struggles he sees a face above the
light someone coming what the heil
happened to all that swin team
strength what good ras lifesaving
he can' t  seve his orn he sees an
arn coning down to puil hirn up a
hand on his shoulder a relievLng
feeling he needs air the hand
pushes hin down he screans gasps
for air  he opens his eyes """"  i r i "
blue bedroon.

2 1
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Darryl Peterkin : THB VISITOR

"Pardon ne. I  did not nean to
rouse you fron the peace of your
repose. I was merely out for my
evening stroll rhea I chanced to
stunble upon your thoughts. I know
that this is quite an unusual
requestr but woul-d you be offended
if I runmaged through thera for a
bit? 0f course, I refer to the
antiques, the nenories. I could
not bring nyself to infringe upon
your eurrent naterial.

"Thank you, I did not think
that you rould nind. Now, where
shal1 I begin? If you will excuse
ny nenti.oning it, there is a
terr ibLe clutter in here. I  have
always held that one should keep
his recol lect ions in sone
appreciable order. One never knowe
when a vi.sitor shal1 cal1.

"Halloa! I{hat have we here!
It appears to be a snall box and
judging by the gaiety sf its
wrappings, f estinate that within
are renenbrances of your early
chi ldhood. Fear not,  for I  shal1
open it with the utnost care.

"You certainl-y seetn to have
had a pleasant childhood. This box
is sinply chock-full with nenories
of a young boy's happiness in an
innocent worlrl . Obviously, you
greatly treasured suutrers at your
parents'  beach hone. A good deaL
of space is delegated to these
memories. We haye spent enough
tine here. AlLow ne a tnonert't to
reseaL this box, and we wi l l  press

"My word! trrlhat nsnner of box
is this!  Not only is i t  oetagonal
in shape, but each side has i ts own
coLor and warped pattsrn. This box
nust store your adoLescent period.
Indeed, this box wi l l  be an
adventure in i tsel f .

"Hal loa!  I  reached out  to
grasp it and it vanished ! the
box 's  or ig in is  no ) -onger an enigraa

only adoLescence is  so
unpredi.ctably playfu1. Perhaps
th is  box shouid My word!  I t
just popped into ny hands ! let us
now reveal  the contents!

t t ?rnoeeo ,

Youth. What
were true to your
rebel l ious rascal

you were thea -- always entangled
in nischief.  Not '  surpr is ingly,
this box is devoted prinarily to
your f i rst  love, whon you cal led
Princess. The l-ove you both shared
was stronger than that of most
other young people, but
short- l - ived. I  see that she died a
few months after you met. I arn
truly sorry. tr'orgive me; I have
delved too deeply here. I .had no
intent ion to reeurrect love's
viscious pain, Perhaps it is tine
for ne to depart .  Before I  do so,
however, would you allow ne the
privilege io open one finai box?
Thank you. Your courtesy shal1 not
be forgotten.

"Behol_d this strange l i t t le
crate of Stygian hue! Hal loa! I ts
rrapping is so ancient that it
disintegrates in my hands. What
could possibiy be contained in
here? My word, lad! Did you hear
that unearthly wail! Soruething has
gone aniss ! Darkness has sprung
fron nowhere, and it has grown co1_d

dreadful ly cald. l la lLoa! Whar
is that!  I  can see sonething
trudging through the
darkness- toward ne!  Behoid!  T ' ro
f iery cr imson orbs!  My God!  I
have loosed sone awful d.emon!
ilark! I hear its breathi.ng! The
door!  The door!  'u lhere is  i t !  I t
h a s  n e !  M y  G o d !  I t  h a s . . .

you
a
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Willia,n Carr : tTiE EI-STERN UNITY

Eastern nysticisn can be
viewed by the Western mind only
through inagery. Walt Uhitnan, a
nasterful poet, exemplifies this
idea throughout his rorks. In
partlgulsr, "Crossing Brooklyn
tr'erry" and "Song of Myse1f" are
rritten rith preeise imagery to
effectively portray Eastern
nhought.

The concepts of the tao and
other Eastenr ideas are difficult
to verbalize because they are
anbiguous and personal. Often Zen
koaas nake little sense to one who
does not have ihe insight. The
following illustrates this idea:

Be bent, and you rill
renain straight

3e vacant, and you rill
remaia fu1l

Be rorn, aad you ril1
renain nelr.

The Chinese realize the great
difficuity in understanding the
EaEtern frane of thought. lhe
Eastern phiiosophy is based on
personal- experience, rather than
instruction. ll inrana is an inner
peace gained through erperiencing
oneness rith the rhole. These
ideas caanot be taught. One
Chinese phi losopher said, "A

student asked his teacher shat tao
Iras. the teacher replied with an
anscer.  Neither one knew the tao."
This statenent il lustrates the
complexity of the tao.

Surprisingly, WaIt Whitman, a
poet fron the Western worLd, is
able to express the depth of taoisn
through strong inagery. Most
significaat is the fact that
Whitnan's inagery is recurrent.
lhis innagery follows Easterrr
thought in that it is based on
circular oneaess. Everyt l ing is a
part of the whoJ-e, inseparabJ-e and
ind ls t inc t .

In "Song of Myself ,"  I fhi tman

portrays hirnself as an 14tegrai
part  of  his environment,  and vice
versa. The poet and his world and
made inseparable by a cLose
associat ion with each ather.  this
is nade cLear in the following
l ines :

I bequeath myseif to the
dirt to grow from the
grass I  love.

If you want me again Look
for ne under your boot
so1es .

The last line suggests that
llhitraan is just as nuch a part of
the earth as it is a part of hist.
He relates nhe idea ihat he can be
found nherevar one looks. It is
evident that this statement is the
essenee of taoism. 'rlhitman does
ndt rely on his single ident i tyr
but rather has it encompass
everythingr thus becorning
everything. This paradox
exenplifies the paradox of taoisn
i tse l f .

Whitnan's "Crossing Brookiyn
Ferry" ean be viewed on three basic
Ievels. lhe fact that 'dhitman

lived in Brooklyn and wrote about
his observat ions as he rode the
ferry cornposes one aspect.  Another
aspeet is thatr  t radi t ional ly,
r id ing nhe femy is ident i f ied with
an ominous force. The ferry of ihe
River Styx is a well-known exanple.
0n this ferry, soul-s are
transported fron the realm of the
l iv ing into that of  death.
Final iy,  the idea of erossing a
r iver paral- lels the Eastern ideal
of t ranscending to a higher ievel
a f  t l a a " - l a *
v  t  ' r r l v  u < t t  , .  a

In  par t isu lsr ' ,  the constant
reference to the i re levance of
t ime and d is tance,  c l -earJ.y shows
one's f rane of  rn ind in  the pursui t
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" t  ninrana. In fact,  Whitman
states in the fol lowing poen:

I i  avai ls not,  t ine nor
place

- -  i l i s tance ava i l s  no t . . .
Just as any of you is a

living erowd,
I was one of the crosd.

The irnage of 'rihitnan's not
being one in the crowd, but
actual ly being t le crowd is very
strong. fhis image engulfs the
conpleteness of the oneness
depiened in taoisn.

Taoism stresses the discovery
of one's true sel f  through a
discovery of lack of se.Lf or
individuality. A relevaat Zen koan
introducing one in reaching nirvana
is the fol lowing. "Fee1 the
consciousness of each person as
your orrn congciousness. So leaving
asicle for self become eaeh !gig.."
The inage that ldhitnan created in
" Crossing Brooklyn
central-izes and defines this

Ferry"
i d e a .

F
ffi l'i i i i;i i"; lll;:,f|ff,il,
l t  . . ' .  . . .  1 " . . . f  ,i ', ':;ll i i i i;:li,l,1'ili:i,,i;li l '.: :.' ","' ;:.r'

. t ' l l  t l .  t ' - ' . t , t l l  , ' .
|  .  t ' . t . '

' I Grace ilan

'  . r1i1' f{  i
1"I ri- Jl \
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Furthermore, the general mood
of "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry"
signifies a peaceful stgte of nind.
Like the flor of a river, the poen
donstantly is renered, but retains
i ts essent ial  substance. In ihe
beginning of the rork, Uhitnan
nakes obser,vations about the people
he sees aad hos they relate to the
ferry. In the coneLusion, Whitnan
writes as if he re?e the ferry
naking cbservations about the
people. Through these tro
contrasting vierpointsr the centraL
idea of unitX or oneness is
naintained.

In conelusioa, lfait i{hitnan
has unveiLed eone of the nystery ln
Eastern philosophy by incorporatipg
these ideas into, his poet3y.
These are very conplex ideas; and
through preeise inagery they are
sinplified enough to be
conprehended by the Sestern nind.
Unity and oneness conpose the
essence of both "Crossing Brooklyn
Ferry" and "Song of Myself." $alt
Whitnan's success at confrontiag
both Easiern and Westera ideologies
is largely due to his nasterfui
miting style. The inages that he
created in 'Song of Myself' aad"Crossing Brooklyn Ferry" nade the
basic concepts of Eastern thought
eone alive in the Western rorld.
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Chris Stanard : B^EAGAN ANDEDUCATION

Over the course of the past
few years, America has put forth a
great effort  to inprove edueat ion.
The constant attention nedia has
placed on ed.ucatj.on shows this.
The nany nerr ideas for inproving
educatlon that have becone popular,
such as nerit pay for teachers,
overall pay raises for teaeherg,
longer school days and school
years, use of eonputers as teaching
too1s, and establ ishment of nagnet
schools indicate aa effort to
inprove education as weIl.

fn the course of this nove to
inprove education, political
support has abounded. It is alnost
inconceivable that a pol i t ic ian
rould stand against inprovenents in
educatioa. Such a staad rould be
tantamount to political suicide,
for in our country dducation is
regarded as both a neccessity and
an investnent in the future.
People get upset rhen you try to
take aray their neceEsities or
hopes for the future.

I  won't  accuse President
Ronald Reagan of purposely standing
against educat ion. However,  I  have
a di f f icul t  t lme seeing him as a
patron of i t .  As President,  Reagan
has: cut funding for schooi lunch
programs (one tine he even declared
ietchup a vegetable);  cut funding
for Head Start Prograns; cut
funding for student aid to
col leges; and cut other tYPes of
funding to colleges. Many students
in our senior class loay feel the
effects of such cuts in their
financiai aiil packages. I felt it
last year when a sunmer Progran I
had hoped to attend at Carnegie
Mel lon Universi ty was cancei ied due
to lack of funds.

President Reagan has atiernPted
to nodel our nat ion's school
systens after hi.s
ultra-conservative philosophy. He
hanpered effortg by the Justiee
Departuent to control desegregatioa
by busing, while baeking a
constitutional arnendnent for prayer

Jarrcd HayesF L E X  I B  I L  I T Y

FREEOOM

SruDE NT I N  S E A R C H  C F
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in schools. Reagan supported Bob
Jones Universi ty,  a racist  col lege
in South Carolina, and a sinilar
school in North Carolina in their
court battles for tar erenptioa.
He also allowed uaivereities in
rhich certain colleges or
departnents violated federal
guidelines to receive federal funds
in other colleges or departnents.

I{hether or not you support
these act ions, I 'n sure you wi i l
egree that these Eeasures have ilone
litt1e to help inprove the quality
of educetion in this eountry. I
lcrow of no legislation or
appropriation of noney sponsored by
Reagan to assist in vocational
training, inprovenent in teaching
of basic skillsr or of anything
related to irnproveraents in the
educatioaai. systen at all. This is
despite the fact that the National
Coruaission on Excel,lence in
Education last year, accordlng to
Newsweek naqaziae. "likened the
sharnbles [of educationl to -an eet
cf war"' and "stated bluntly that-a t ide of nediocr i ty '  has
devastated publ ic ed,ueat ion." So
why has Reagan done nothing to
help?

Perhaps he thiaks that his
help isa' t  needed. Perhaps he
thinks that the private sector ril i
do the job instead. Perhaps he is
simpiy inept.  Perhaps i t 's t ine
for a ehange.
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'l
Geneva Phifer ! SAf CCACHII{G

Fron the viewpoint of a high
schooi studentr i t  rould be
shocking to il iscover that a najor
decision-rnaki.ng factor in the
coliege acceptance procesa naY be
highly unreliabLe and nisleading.
The Scholastic Aptitude Test (Slt)
carries considerable reight with
nost college adnissions boards.
Evideace of the corruptibn of this
standardized test which is taken by
alnost every eollege-bound high
school student annually rould be
cause for unrest and action-
Recently, educators have speculated
that such is the case.

Groups rhic.h are chary of the
SAT's credibi l i ty refer to the
iacreasing anounf, of coaching of
which students are taking

. advantage. The effects that they
claiu coachi.ng engenders rould set
a daagerous precedent in college
adaissionE' These effects include
the penaliaation of those for rhon
coaching is not available and the
thwarting of the search for the
"best" students. Both effects
result frorn the falsification of
the true abilities of those for
whon the services are available.

However, the results of recent
studies suggest that misleailing
effects do aot result fron SAT
coaching. In recent studies where
the initial scores of a group of
uncoached studenis rere conpared to
the scores of the sEune group after
they had been coached the nean gain
reported for verbal scores ras only
14.7 points and the nean gain for
math Ecores lras slightly higher at
15.1. Another argr:ment against ihe
reliability of the SAT is the fact
that students'  scores tend tc
inprove with repeated testing
regardless of rhat outside
preparation they have received
between test ings.

fn the f inai  analYsis '  i t
appears that prospeet ive coiJ.ege
students need have l i t t le fear of
being siighted by unequal
opportunit ies fcr preparat ion. The
findings of but one study were
reported here, yet a February 19gj
articl.e is the Harvard Educational
Revier brought forth several other
gtudies which sholted sinilarJ.Y
snal l  di f ferences in test scores
between coached and uncoached
groups. I f  this point does not
br ing one suff ic ient consolat ionr
soLace can be found in the fact
that many coileges are
re-evaluat ing the extent of the
SAT's effect iveness in seiect ing
the best students. Nevertheless,
if you are stil l an unbeLj.ever -
get a coach.

l"ky collqes ae re$alrntirg *e
ecsrt of tte SA[rs elfectir,eess
in sel€ctirg $e best sUdmts.
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Joe Galarneau : giIE DECAYOtr'AI ' IERICAIS VAIU3S

They !:row what is right for us
and we don't .  Sure, that 's the waY
things ere in todaY's
return- to-u1 tra-cons enra ti sn
society. People have to force
their norals uPon us in order to
save us. Oftenr these "good

sanarj.tans" do these deeds rithout
thiaking of the iLnplications. In
the case of schooL PraYer, Rev.
Falrell and his diseiPles believe
that the only $ay to end the
"atheistic" trend. of country is to
allor prayer in the schools-
Again, ths right wing is acting
before considering al1 the
eircunstances.

Our country is based on the
promise of iadividual freedons.
llithout these freedons' our
ilenocracy would cease to exist and
probably rould be rePlaced bY
sonething akin to pseudocomrnuaist
Russia. Coasider what would happen
if a "neutral" prayer, as ras
proposed in Congress, would be
allored in the public schooLs.
Freedorns wouid actually dininish.
Those of a Christian faith' for
rhich the so cailed "neutrel"

prayel ras clesigned' would not
suffer nuch, but rhat ef the other
nuftitude of religions? Are we to
provide for those Mos1ene, Hindus'
and Shintos whose religions have
differeni ways of worshippiag their
god(s) or re just going to send
them out of the roon rhile the
Christians pray. Sonething that
Mr. Fa1re1} rouLd cringe over is
the prospect of having school
teachers J.ead prayer to Setanr fcr
there are those nho worship hin as
a god. This would have to be true
if rre were to totally restore the
religious freedom which the
conserrratives clain was tlestroyed
in the 1 950s. We can't  force
Christianity upon others like so

nany rnissionaries. Eventuallyr we

could turn out like the Soviet
Union and their doctrines of
Leninisn, for in essence that is
wbat we would be cloing:
gsssntially dePriving and
cliserininatilg those who are not of
a set religion. There has to be a
line drawn sonewhere.

UnfortunatelXr the tide is not
in favor of democracY. One onlY
has to look around and see the
reports of organizations wanti-ng
and suceeeding in banniag or
burning books, al.bums, otr movies'
These, as rel1 as the establishnent
of schooL prayer,  would vfslsts the
fundanental principles which
underlie our country, but do these
people care? ."Nor" theY argue, "we

are here to save fou." What al l
this anounts to is the gradual
reakening of our society 's vaLues
by the emulat ion of other 's
pr incipies. I t  nakes sense, too.
There are a fer stroag ninded
individuels with what they honestiy
bel ieve to be is a purpose. Add a
country thet is beconing
iacreasingly confused as to what to
aceept and 19t accePt,  and voi la '
you have the Present state of
affairs. ?here are those who need
s 61r 'sst ione and people l ike
television ninisters and other
pawns of the new right take over as
their  ieaders. One onlY has to
look at the trend toward
conservatigm sweeping the country.
We can say that today peoPle are
accept i lg soneone else's ideals as
their orn. This shows the decay of
our sense of norals snd the uprise
of the ones who prey on this decaY.
These predators are convinced that
what thgy are doing is right, even
if they have to take us kicking and
screaming, The phi iosoPhY of these
peopie is that changes shoul-d be
made by a knowing few for the good
of the who1e. Sounds fani l iar (are
you out there, Mr. l -4arx??).
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Craig Steffee : FIJTURE TECI{NOIOGY AND I{.AN ' S QUAIITY OF TiFE

The technology in development
today and anticipated for the
future holds the potentiai to
trenendously increase the
sunrivabi l i ty of  nan as a species,
the lifespan of an individual, and
the eonfsrt of everyday life.
Reproducibie products of technoiogy
and the absolute ease of production
een lead to standardization and
greater equality for mankind:
healthy senditioas will prevail
over every continent with inereased
food productioa, advaneed sslitarlr
and nedieal techniques, and the
construct ion of safer,  nore
confortable housing. 0n a nore
personal level, nany fecets of life
could be nade nore convenient
through ner tools and nethods;
rapid transportation and
communicatiou sill result in the
transfer of cul ture, ideas, and
progress to all regicns. Mankind'
freed from laborious duty, rr111
exercise his body in increased
leisure tirae and eugage his nlnd in
further inteLIectuaL pursuits
perhaps increasing ingenuity and
c reat j.v ity.

Advances in technology will
give man the tine to enjoy his
culture and individual talents. He
srust rernain xrary, though, of
potential male.rolent effects as he
noves away from naturet s
equilibriura in the amount of
ggntrol  he consciously or
unwittingly exerts over his
environnent. As a student, I try
learn new topics by doing but
nankind cennot afford to suffer the
Poi iui ion'  heal- th hazards, and
other effects of his creat ion by
trial and error. the econonic
factorE that goverrr the production,
distr ibut isn, and appl icat ion of
teehnology will play a primary roLe
in the inst i tut ion of every novei

approach and especial ly in
establ ishing technoiogical  equal i ty
betreen people and nat ions.

Man nust not becone
excessively concerned with the
technology i tsel f  at  the expense of
nore pressing tssks or the goals in
mind. I t  is ny strong bel ief  that
technologX nust be brought down to
the clinical level and
applied/adapted to everyday
problens. I f  this pol icy ls
followed, nan's quality of li 'fe
r i l1 increase substant ial ly.

T€dmlcrymst b bcudht ds^n to dE
clinical ler€ltrd @lied to areqday
Frblsrs...tut ntrkird carpt affod to
strfai its effets...ty Eial ad cor.

Added efficiency nust be
applied to all of ma!.'s thought
processes -- nuch m.ental busywork
can be eliminated but the student
nust continue to leara the
reasoning behind every procedure.
WilI ereativity be downgraded and
replaced by the laziness of
nechanizat ion in a world that
thrives on pure technology -- the
"how-to" rather than the "why" that
f i rst  prompted i .nvest igat ion of the
problem? A honogeneous state of
affairs where everything is
"standard" can l-ead to reproducible
results and an efficient production
process, but or iginal  thought (not
necessari ly reprodueible) must not
be st i f led. Man nust also retain
the qualities that rnake hin human

we nay lose our present
acceptanee of enotion in a highly
technoiogical  future, but $e nust
realize that there is truly no
substitute for hunan contact in
dealing with many of an
ind iv idua l ' s  Dersona l  c r i ses .
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In ths gpsn of fifty years,
nan has the opportunity to pursue a
high level of techaological
developnent, acconpanied by a
change in his standard of living.
He can create a greater world than
has previously eristed, or he ean
lead hinself aad his eavirorunent
into conditions of greater poverty,
technological inequaliry,
intellectual stagaation, 6r evla
utter destruction. lechnology w.i1l
greatly benefit nan, if he
listitutes his progress 1n a
eautious, logical Banaer and if he
can avoid the teuptati.ons and
pitfalls that his increased power
and potential ril1 cerry. In is ny
hope (and personal goal) that wise
choices ri1l result in a great
success for aer techaology and
great benefits for all hunankind.

3 1
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Helen ltocre : STUDYfNG t0 IrfitSIC

Nothing great was ever
acconpi ished whi le nusic was
playing in the background.

Michelangelo did not hire
nusicians to play for four years
rhile he painted the Sistine
Chapel. Shakespeare did not rrite
Hanlet whiLe listening to the
radia. Aad Beethoven sertaiaiy il id
not allow oiher nusic io be played
while he was creating his orn.

So why do students persist in
claining that they study better
whi le i istening to musie?

Intense concentrat ion is
faciLi tated by si lenee or constantr
non-annoying noise, such as the
hunning of electrical dppliances.
Music, ao nattsl how steady the
beat, interrupts the mind, if the
rords or melody are even slightiy
audible. It takes effort to tune
out ths nusic,  or to keep track of
both the music and sonething el.se.
Eitber way, conceatrat ion is lost,
which is rhy I argue that nothing
inportaat can or should be done
whi le l istening to nusic.

Can you te1l rhether or not
was listening to nusic while I
wri t ins this?

Raehel lely : CIIORAI HI.::iET{fNGS

I
was

As a nenber of the NCSSM
ehorus, f  can assure you that i f
;rou walk past the assernbly hail
fourth period, Xou si11 hear the
ehorus readying itself for the
Spring concert ,  May 12. The
chorus r directed by Randy Foy, is
currently working oa tuo major
pieces for ihis concert. The first
is }1 Deug Laudanus, by Henry
.rurcerI, an English composer from
l!"  Baroque period of nusic (about
1 500-1 750 A. D. ) . technicati.y a
very di f f icul_t plece, i t  is an
ereiting one for the ehorus to
perform because it contains at
least one solo for each nember, 

'

wtri.ch provides a good opportunity
for each choral  nusic stualnt to be
in the. spot i ight.  the other big
piece is Chicheslel peaLns bt
rJeonaro Sernstei.n, a Contenporaly
Anerican conposer.  This piec" i "  ,
ehallenge for the chorus not onty
because the seore is di f f icuLt,  but
also because i t  is ent i rs iy in
Hebrew! Mr. Foy hopes the "iro"u"
wi lL also be able to perforn these
pieces for a church and possibly a
synagogue. The Spring concert
should be very enjcyabie; i t  wlLi
also feature pieees by the wind and
str ing ensenbles.
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Gaye Forren : DRAWING IIIE RIGH1 lfAY

In prehistor ic t ines, those
who coultl paint and draw
representations of aninals rere
held in high esteen. It lras
believed that by naking an inage of
ea object,  oae had power over i t .
This reverence for those who can
drar stil l exists today. the
ability to drar is regarded by nany
as a "God-given talent." Soneti-nes
rre adnire soneone rrith artistic
ability Eo much that lre are
intinidated into thinking, "f could
never do that."

Actually, al.most anyone rho
can write has the abiiity to drar.
We deceive ourgelves by seeiog
drawing as reguiring "nagic

f ingers" or " true talent."  Drawing,
horever, is not siraply a natter of
riroving a peneil across paper;
instead, it represents a differeat
way of viewing objeets. The secret
of beiug able to "see'  things as'an
artist does is hiddea in the right
henisphere of the hunan brain.

The t-mode processes
infornation iogicaiiy and
analYtically and contains our
abi l i t ies to communieate, to
analyze, to think linear1y, and to
do nathematics. These are the
functions which are Looked upon
ri th high esteen in our society.
I t  is not surpr is ing, then, that
the left heraisphere controls the
r ight s ide of the body. Most
people are r ight-hsnds4,
right-handedness being a sytrbol of
honesty, goodness, and ski l l .

0n the other trand, the R-node
proeesses are generaily viewed with
suspieion or as being useLess.
This mode ileaLs uith infcnnation
non-verbal.iy, ncn-lineariy, and
intuitiveiy, It functions in a
global,  hol ist ic apprcach with
I i t . t1e sense of t ine restr ict ions.
f t  also eontrols our abi l i t tes to
reason spatially (for example: our
sense of direct ion or our abi i i ty
to fina our way th3eugh a naze).
The right henisphere controLs the
left side of our body. Ilave you
ever studied the halves of your
face separately? The right side is
more controi led uhi le the lef t  is
oore expressive: lre generally
sni le nore deepiy or distcrt  cur.
faces nore on the lef t  s i6s. The
right henisphere also controls the
use of the lef t  hand.

The tlro haives cannot funetion
at the sane tine; one is usually
dcminant over the other.  fn nost
cases, the ief t  s ide is dorninant,
because society expects us to be
rat ional,  logieal beings. But,  the
abi l i ty te see things spat ial ly,
which is essent iai  to drawing, is
located in the right brain.
Therefore, to deveLop drar ing
ski l ls we must overcome the
dorninance of the lef t  brain.

Its deceire orceLrres ty seeirg fu,rine

Aff'tnqgic 
fii'g*s" L "te -

Tou probabiy }:nor that the
fcrebrain is divided into two
hemispheres, the left and the
rightr eonnected by the corpus
cal losun, a large bundle of nerves.
You nay not know, honever, that the
tlro cerebrai hernispheres evoLved
fron the brain's two nodes of
thinking and prccessing stimuli.
These two nodes are cal1ed the
L-rnode ( occurrj.ng in the left
henisphere) and R-rnode (occurring
in the r ight henisphere).
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The best way to subvert  or
subl ininate the L-node is to do
erercises which are inpossible for
the lef t  brain. One of the f i rst
tasks is to stop verbal iz ing or
naning things that we draw.
lnstead of concentrat ing on drawing
a "faeer" coneentrate on drar ing
l ines, angles, and curr/es. Never
nane to yourself what you are
drawing; this is a left brain
function which will force you to
think in your L-node. Another
excercise is drawing an unfaniiiar
objeen or oae that you cannot
verbal ize. This can be done by
drawing a pieture that has been
inverted so that no familiar
pattern is discernabie

In essence, the key to drawing
l ies in seeing objects in a spat iai
context, which can only be done by
the right henisphere of the brain.
For more infomation on " tapping
in" to the R-node, read Drawing on
the Right Side of the Brain by
Betty Edwards. I t  is a
step-by-step guide for learning how
to clraw, and infornative reading if
you are interested in spi i t -brain
s tud . ies .

Douglas A.PPleYard
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Meg lfolfe : qi{E JUNGIE

Traveling through the ra1low nists
Yes' pushing away the shifting vapors
Inching cautiously through the
eerie silenee of green jungle swamp
Vines and sunken old trees
Ies, and the srnel l  of  st i lL water
greets one's nostr i ls,  is pervasive,
lhat snel1 of the sitting,
aged, raneid nurk uhich has
rested undisturbed for probably a decade now,
dorn here in ths 6ssp
dark silence of the swanp
I{here !,o one ever goes.
Where no one ever goes, Xet here I have come.
What an I doing here?
I  don ' t  know.
0n1y that, perhaps, I shall find something
And that somethj_y1g shall have significance, a
nean ing . .  .

IS there any neaning in this world?"which world?",  I  ask,
and ny feet sguish slightly in the
oozy brown nud.

Ghrl4a1lnsr for Suhl:rlon !o lhe 0oen Hlnd

Artl,clcr rrtll not bc lr.rdSd on Ebc basts of erbat vi€rrE are
crErr!!€d. lthl,s ls Eba rcalon for tle Jounal,c tttle. A cartaLn
op€n Elnd€dncrs ls rcgul,rcd, gf th,s rcader!, slro sb,ould raall,ze
lhrt not €vtr?oac i.n tbc sclool concuntly sbnrc! lbe saae vteru.

Arttcles sb,ould ba '..c11 E'rl:t€n a.rld contrLn clear reasonlnc.
Rcaenbcr - tb4E arguEents bascd on BAterlal noe grcsented tn tie
bod? of lhc arttclc '1111 not !e convl,nctnE. -

obsccally and, pcrror:al N,ttacl(! rd1l not be pu5llshed. i.|rtlclas
Bbat attr€lc an ldca or lnrtitutton srl,thoug offeri,ng alierna,ti"et
ara d!:couregcd. this Journal should, eerya a! a vehl,cle for
:h€rrgh,t -Froroktng caa'rengsr?.

tfork should preleribly be subullted, Eo the .d,1tor'--hosc Ee€tlcn is
norg rclatrd to ibe artlslc'.s contenlr holre.rer, articlgs nay al:o
be subnltted t'tthout sFe€tfl,cEtten of a garti,cular sectisn.

!!ere are no clnltara length raqulrcocirts.

in sd,All!,on to artlclcs, lettcrs to.tbe

All forar of craae!,va erprelslon (t.e.
r€vlcrr!, €tc.' ara rrclcone.

J .

{ .

5 .

t t .

7 .

cdltors arg relccae.

art'rorh, cosncntarles.
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